
 

 

 

The Interfaith Center on Corporate Responsibility (ICCR) is convening the Investor Alliance for Human Rights 

to provide a collective action platform that will consolidate and amplify investor influence on a full spectrum 

of human rights and labor rights issues.  This new network builds on longstanding ICCR member efforts on 

human rights to expand investor participation, provide more strategic focus, and maximize the collective 

impact of the investment community on business and human rights issues.   

 

The Need  

Given the current threats to human rights domestically and globally, coordinated action is urgently needed to 
continue to press companies—both leaders and laggards— to address human rights risks, and to prevent 
policy and regulatory rollbacks that would forestall progress on business and human rights. 

Four key roles for the network  

 Collective Action Platform:  A “rapid response” from the investment community can make a powerful 
and timely business case to both policy-makers and corporate decision-makers on urgent human 
rights concerns.  
 

 Coordination with other key stakeholders:  Intentional coordination with relevant stakeholders 
including human rights NGOs, community-based organizations, faith groups, labor unions, leading 
companies, trade associations and others will maximize  our collective impact while surfacing gaps 
where more concerted action is needed.  
  

 Broadening the human rights agenda:  While human trafficking and forced labor have received 
attention from the broader investment community, other human rights risks such as 
immigration/migration and living wage are examples of issues where more investor education and 
organization are needed. The Alliance will provide a mechanism to help investors prioritize current 
human rights risks while also serving as an incubator for future issues and strategies requiring action. 
 



 Expand investor reach and increase influence: The Alliance will outreach to larger institutional 
investors beyond the traditional SRI community to encourage their participation in human rights 
advocacy.  Through education, coordination and targeted action, this expanded network will increase 
investor capacity and leverage on human rights risks across sectors and throughout supply chains.  
 

 

Why ICCR? 

Since ICCR’s inception in 1971, when it first convened faith-based investors in response to human rights 
violations in apartheid South Africa, ICCR members have been pioneers in shareholder advocacy on corporate 
human rights risks. ICCR has always viewed its engagement work through the prism of human rights with a 
focus on the community impacts of corporate practices, and ICCR members are recognized leaders on social 
(“S”) topics within ESG engagements.  

 

Who can join the Alliance? 

Participation in the Alliance is open to all members of the global investment community, including major 
asset owners and asset managers - private, public and faith-based. 

 

What is the value in joining the Alliance?   

 Multiple opportunities to participate in investor actions to address human rights risks.  

 Increased influence and impact through broad collaborations.  

 Regular updates and guidance regarding investor tools and strategies for more effective human 
rights engagements. 

 Opportunity to help shape action strategies and agendas for investor action on human rights. 
 

What does joining the Alliance entail? 

 Alliance members will have the opportunity to participate in a range of investor actions from 
investor letters and statements, to corporate engagements, to participation in multi-stakeholder 
discussions with business, NGO and civil society groups to advance progress on business and human 
rights issues. 

 Actions by the Alliance will only be undertaken in the name of those investors that have explicitly 
agreed to sign on and/or participate in specific actions.  

 There is no fee to participate in the Alliance.  

 The list of investors that join the Alliance will be publicly posted on the Alliance webpage. 
 

How will the Alliance be staffed and governed? 

ICCR will staff the Alliance and take the lead in coordinating a steering committee made up of a 
representative group of investors who will help guide Alliance activities.   

To join the Investor Alliance for Human Rights, please contact: Mary Vaccari, mvaccari@iccr.org and for more 
information, please contact: David Schilling, dschilling@iccr.org 
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